
Learn more about these women in Dan
Ward’s new book LIFT!

www.thedanward.com/LIFT
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Who taught Orville & Wilbur 

how to use tools?

Their mom, Susan Wright 

(1831 –1889)

“Our mother fostered in every way

our mechanical proclivities…”

- Otto Lilienthal

KatherineWrightgraduatedfrom

Oberlinin1898(neitherofher

brothersgraduatedfromhighschool).

SheplayedaHUGEroleindeveloping
thefirstairplanewithherbrothers.

“If ever the world thinks of us in 
connection with aviation, it must 
remember our sister.”

-Wilbur Wright

Emma Lilian Todd –The first woman to 

design & build an airplane (1909). She 

was too small to actually flyit, so a male 
friend sat in as the test pilot.

Rossa Richter, aka Zazel, the FIRST 

human cannonball performer, began 

at age 14. She’s not in the book, but I 
think she’s amazing

We really 
should talk 
about the 
Wright 
Siblings, not 
the Wright 
Brothers!

Introducing some of the unseen &
overlooked women who helped
create the field of aviation

AidadeAcosta,thefirstwomanto

flyadirigible(1903)…andtheonly

personAlbertoSantos=Dumont
everallowedtodoso!

Herparentswerehorrifiedandmade

sureshetoldnobody,because“no

manwouldwanttomarryawoman

whohaddonesuchathing.”

Catherine 

Lilienthal

1825 – 1872


