
Lilienthal’s 
first glider
1891

Learn more lessons from Lilienthal in
DanWard’s new book LIFT!

www.thedanward.com/LIFT

Lilienthal’sbookBirdflightAsTheBasis
ForAviationcameoutin1889.

Otto Lilienthal
1848-1896

ItincludesthestoryofOtto&his
brotherGustav’sfirstflying
experiment,whentheywere13&
14yearsold

“Ourfirstwingsmeasured2
metersby1meterand
consistedofthinbeachveneer
withstrapsattheundersides,
throughwhichwepushedour
arms.Itwasourintentionto
rundownahillandtorise
againstthewindlikeastork.”

ThroughmylongfamiliaritywithairandwindIhadcometotheconclusion
thataparticularclassofdifficultieswasnexttobeovercome…

ForthisreasonIgaveupforthetimebeingmotormechanismsaltogether,
andlimitedmyselftothesimplestformofflight–namely,glidingdownward
inaninclineddirection.

Theobjectofthiswastoascertain
practicallywhetherstablesailingand
equilibriumwaspossible…

“…to us who abandoned flat
wings fully two decades ago,
it seems almost inconceivable
that experimenters should
cling so tenaciously to… the
hopeless task of trying to fly
with flat wings…

Even now the flat wing does
not show any sign of
disappearing from the field
very soon.”


