
Hargrave did experiments with kites to 
determine which shapes produced the most 
lift. His box kites, like this one from 1893, 
were able to lift a person off the ground.

Learn more lessons from Hargrave in Dan
Ward’s new book LIFT!

www.thedanward.com/LIFT

Lawrence 
Hargrave
1850-1915

LawrenceHargravepublishedhisNoteson
flying-machinesintheJournalandProceedings
oftheRoyalSocietyofNewSouthWalesin1885

Manyofhispapersandnotesaremaintainedat
theLawrenceHargraveCenterandother
museums&universitiesaroundtheworld.

High praise from Octave Chanute:

“If there be one man, more than another, 
who deserves to succeed in flying 
through the air, that man is Mr. Laurence 
Hargrave, of Sydney, New South Wales” 

Chanutewrote:Hehasnowconstructedwith
hisownhandsnolessthan18flyingmachinesof
increasingsize,allofwhichfly…andhepublishes
fromtimetotimefullaccountsofthem,inorder
thatamutualinterchangeofideasmaytakeplace
withotherinventorsworkinginthesamefield,so
astoexpeditejointprogress…Thusfar,13such
papershavebeenpublished…

Thuswithsmall,light,simple,andinexpensive
modelsmanyexperimentsweremade,andgreat
advancerealizedinthedistanceflownoverany
previousexperimentsofothers.

Hargrave’s Rubber Band 

Powered Model (1889)

Chanute praised Hargrave’s use of the “‘cut and 
try’ principle –a method doubtless the most 
thorough, the surest, and the most convincing, 
but also the most tedious.” 


