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Chanute’sbookProgressInFlying
Machinescameoutin1894,nineyears
beforetheWright’sfirstflight.

Hisbookaimedtodothreethings:

1)Determinewhetheritmightbe

reasonabletohopethatflightmightbe
possible?

2)Toidentifythedead-endideaspeople
shouldstopwastingtimeon(i.e.gluing
feathersonwings)

3)Toidentifythemostpromising
pathwaysthataremostlikelytoleadto
flight.

Toaccomplishthis,hestudiedfailure
(partlybecausetherewerenosuccessesto
speakof)

Chanute Double Decker
Glider, 1896

Hewasalsoaninventorandexperimenter.
Here’sapictureofoneofhisgliders

Hewasrightfullyproudofhissafety
record.Theonlyrecorded“injury”wasa

ripinhisson’strousers.

Chanute ‘s Katydid Glider, 1896
Chanute was a great connector and networker.
He wrote letters and built relationships with
pretty much everyone who was working in the
field.

Chanute placed a premium on simplicity
and praised designs that were “cheap,
simple, and not easily broken.”

He showed that curved wings were better than
flat, static wings better than flapping, simple
designs better than complex, physical
demonstrations better than hypothetical
drawings, and rotating propellers better than
any back-and-forth motion.

One of the harshest criticism he offered about
any flying machine design was “itwas not built.”

Learn more lessons from Chanute in Dan
Ward’s new book LIFT!

www.thedanward.com/LIFT


